
Inspector of Elections 
 
Inspectors of Election are typically charged by state law, and in the corporate charter documents, 
with five sets of duties, and sometimes a sixth: 

1. Determining the number of shares/policies that are entitled to vote on each matter before 
the meeting. 

2. Determining whether a quorum is present, sufficient to allow the transaction of the 
business that is to come before the meeting. 

3. Tabulating, or overseeing the tabulation of all validly executed policyholder/shareholder 
votes – whether cast in person or by proxy 

4. Hearing and ruling on any challenges that may be made as to the validity of one or more 
proxies or ballots present at the meeting 

5. Certifying the final results. In the U.S. the Inspectors’ final report is binding, and can 
only be reversed in a court of law. 

6. In some states, it is the Inspector, and not the Chair of the meeting who announces when 
the polls are open and when they are officially closed. 

 
In addition, each Inspector of Election is required to swear and file an oath to “faithfully execute 
the duties of Inspector of Election with strict impartiality and to the best of my abilities.” 
 
Another version of the above is as follows (from California Civil Code) 

 

Inspectors of election must perform their duties impartially, in good faith, to the best of 
their abilities, and as expeditiously as practical. Inspectors of election must:  
  

 Determine the number of memberships and the voting power of each. 
 Determine the authenticity and effect of proxies, if proxies are used. 
 Receive and hold ballots. 
 Hear and determine all challenges and questions regarding voting issues (if there are 

three inspectors, the decision of a majority shall be effective in all respects as the decision 
of all). 

 Count and tabulate votes. 
 Determine when the polls close (if the election is conducted entirely by means of 

absentee ballot, the polls may close prior to the meeting date).  
 Determine the result of the election (any report made by the inspectors is prima facie 

evidence of the facts stated in the report). 
 Perform such acts as may be proper to conduct the election with fairness.  
 Keep custody of the ballots until they are turned over to the company. 

 


